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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . In the response filed on 24 April 2007, applicant traverses the restriction made in the 
Office action mailed on 7 July 2006 in response to applicant's amendment filed 24 April 2006 
based on the allegation that the examination of the distinct inventions claimed does not present a 
serious burden on the examiner. As stated in the Office action mailed on 7 July 2006, prior to 
the amendment filed 24 April 2006 all claims were directed to a management device receiving 
data for identifying itself from a management center and/or data identifying a communication 
control device from a communication control device. There were no claims directed to a 
management device receiving data for identifying itself from communication control device. 
After amendment Claim 7 recited a management device in which data identifying the 
management device itself is received fi-om a communication control device and stored in the 
management device and Claim 20 recited a method performed by a similar device. As stated in 
the advisory action mailed on 24 October 2006, the introduction of a distinct invention after an 
Office action on the merits constitutes a burden since it would require going back over fields of 
prior art that had already been searched for the originally claimed invention. The proper way to 
prosecute the distinct invention is with a divisional application. See MPEP 201.06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jacobson, Jr. (US Patent 6,424,660). 

4. Regarding Claim 1, Jacobson discloses a reception device (Fig. 1, reference 110, 112, 
114, 116, 118; Fig. 2, reference 200) and system controller arrangement (Fig. 1, reference 120; 
Fig. 3, reference 300) that corresponds to the management device claimed, cormects w^ireless 
interfaces that correspond to the communications control device claimed w^ith a remote control 
device (220) that corresponds to the management center claimed and comprises: transmit logic 
(Fig. 3, reference 306) that corresponds to the v^ireless communications means claimed and 
communicates wirelessly w^ith component devices that inherently include wireless interfaces that 
correspond to the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36); 
receiver identifier storage (Fig. 2, reference 206) that corresponds to the memory means claimed 
and stores a receiver identifier that identifies the reception device and corresponds to the first 
identification data claimed; a target address (column 3, lines 18-22) that corresponds to the 
second identification data claimed and identifies the target component wireless interfaces that 
correspond to the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36); an IR 
receiver (Fig. 2, reference 202) that corresponds to the reception means claimed and receives 
data from a remote control device (220) that corresponds to the management center claimed that 
controls (i.e., manages) the target component wireless interfaces that correspond to the 
communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36) via an IR signal; and 
identifier control logic (Fig. 2, reference 208) that corresponds to the registration means claimed 
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and allows receiver identifiers and target address that correspond to the identifying data claimed 
and received by the IR receiver (Fig. 2, reference 202) that corresponds to the reception means 
claimed to be stored (i.e., registered) in the receiver identifier storage (Fig. 2, reference 206) that 
corresponds to the memory means claimed (column 4, lines 25-32). 

5. Regarding Claim 2, Jacobson further discloses component devices (column 2, lines 49- 
65) that correspond to the peripheral device claimed and are controlled (i.e., managed) by 
communication from the transmit logic (Fig. 3, reference 306) that corresponds to the wireless 
communications means to the wireless interfaces of the component devices that correspond to 
the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Jacobson further discloses the reception device (Fig. 1, reference 
110, 112, 114, 116, 118) and system controller arrangement (Fig. 1, reference 120) that 
corresponds to the management device claimed being installed in multiple rooms of a residence 
(i.e., functioning as a base wireless station) while the target component wireless interfaces that 
correspond to the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36) are part 
of portable devices (i.e., function as a mobile wireless station) (column 2, lines 49-65). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Jacobson further discloses a plurality of target components, the 
inherent wireless interfaces of which correspond to the plurality of communications control 
device claimed) (column 2, lines 49-65). 

8. All elements of Claims 16 and 19 are essentially comprehended by Claims 1, 2 and 5. As 
such, Claims 16 and 19 are rejected on the same grounds as Claims 1, 2 and 5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 12 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jacobson in view of Seo (US Patent 5,764,281). 

11. Regarding Claim 12, Seo discloses a remote control system that prompts a user for a 
password (i.e., requests identification data from a management center) and receives a password 
from a user (i.e., input means for inputting a password) (column 4, lines 20-32). Seo further 
discloses that such an arrangement prevents presentation of unsuitable content to users (column 
6, lines 14-20). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to apply password request and input as taught by Seo to the system taught by Jacobson for the 
purpose of realizing the aforesaid advantage. 

12. All elements of Claim 18 are essentially comprehended by Claim 12. As such, Claim 18 
is rejected on the same grounds as Claim 12. 

Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments filed 24 April 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive., 

14. In the paragraph spanning pages 10 and 1 1 of the response, applicant alleges that 
Jacobson fails to disclose registering, in a memory, first data received for identifying a 
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management device and second data received for identifying a communication control device, 
as claimed in Claims 1 and 16. Examiner respectfully disagrees. As shown in the prior art 
rejections above, Jacobson discloses receiver identifiers and target address that correspond to the 
identifying data claimed being received by the IR receiver (Fig. 2, reference 202) and stored (i.e., 
registered) in the receiver identifier storage (Fig. 2, reference 206) that corresponds to the 
memory claimed (column 4, lines 25-32). 

15. In the first complete paragraph on page 1 1 of the response, applicant alleges that 
Jacobson fails to disclose identification data for identifying a communication control device, as 
claimed in Claims 1 and 16. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Jacobson discloses, "individual 
components in individual rooms are coupled to transmit logic 306 via communication line 124 of 
FIG. 1. Each of the components is individually addressable, thereby allowing system controller 
300 to identify particular ones of these components" (column 5, lines 20-24). 

16. In the paragraph spanning pages 1 1 and 12 of the response, applicant alleges that 
Jacobson fails to disclose registering the target address, as claimed in Claim 1 . Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Since the system controller identifies components by individual 
addresses, these addresses must be, at some point in time, stored in a memory associated with the 
reception device and system controller arrangement that corresponds to the management device 
claimed. 

17. Applicant's arguments with respect to the withdrawn claimed are moot in view of the 
maintained restriction. 
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Conclusion 

18. Applicant's amendment necessitated any new grounds of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR LI 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Swerdlow whose telephone number is 571-272-753 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 AM and 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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